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Hi, Bob. When will you go back to your hometown?

Hi, Aya. I'll go back to San Francisco next month.

( ]

Wonderful! I have learned about Japan in our school since last year, so I often talk about it with my host family.

Please tell me more.

Well, I learned about QR codes in the class last week. So I talked about them with my host grandfather. I told him that
the codes were made in Japan. (D Then he told me that he ( ) for a Japanese company which first invented the QR
code in 1994.

Did he?

[ ® ] When I went to a restaurant with my family, my mother sometimes scanned the code with her smartphone to
pay the money after the meal. It was very convenient. The Japanese technology has supported our daily lives in
America.

[ © ] Did you talk about anything else?

Yes, we talked about evacuation drills. I think it’s another strong point of Japan. Japanese drills are different from
American drills.

Is that so?

[ @ ] Then fire alarms in the school make loud ( A ) suddenly, and let us know the drill has started.

I've heard that some schools in Japan have that kind of drill.

Great! During my stay here, I've known that many Japanese prepare for disasters, such as fires, earthquakes and heavy
rain.

[ ® ] My family has made an emergency kit and we keep it in the house.

Oh, have you? @ My host family knows how much food and water they should store, and they also know ( ) the

local shelter is during a disaster. It’'s amazing!

Our family, too. It’'s important for everyone to prepare for an emergency.
I agree with you. After going back to America, I'll tell my family to store food and water in case of a disaster.
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1 Isee. Japan has a variety of disasters every year.
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Japanese school life?

Strong points of Japan

Yo in thi hool h ickly. How’ .
our stay in this school has passed quickly ow's Japan is so wonderful. One day, I learned a new fact

when I talked with Bob, a student from America. He

I Yes. fi il d tudents i hool 'tk . . .
b es. On all ire drill day, students in my school don't know knew about QR codes in America and he learned, in the
t it at all. .
aboutitata ) _ class, that they were created in Japan. A Japanese
Z  Sounds good. Technology is a strong point of Japan.
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technology is spreading to another country, giving the

® @ people a convenient life and ( X ) their daily lives!

In addition, many Japanese are ready ( Y ) a
disaster. Bob was surprised to know that many Japanese
have stored some food and water in case of a disaster....
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In April, I saw a poster at school. The poster said, “We need staff members for the school festival.” I wanted to make a
wonderful memory in my school life, so I decided to become a staff member. I was excited because there was a chance to
play an important role in the school festival.

After becoming a staff member, I talked with one of the other members, Shiho, about the school festival. I said, “This year,
the main theme of the school festival is ‘Smile’. How about collecting pictures of smiles and making a photomosaic of a big
smile?” Shiho said, “It’s a nice plan. Let’s suggest it to the other members.”

In May, I told my plan to the other members. They liked it. I was very happy. We decided to collect 5,000 pictures.

In June, we started to collect pictures. I told my classmates about the project. One of them said, “It’s a great project.
A |” Sometimes they brought pictures of their brothers, sisters, or parents. At the end of June, however, we had only
500 pictures. One of the staff members said, “It’s difficult to collect 5,000 pictures and finish making the photomosaic.” I was
sad to hear that.

I talked with Shiho about a way to collect more pictures. She said, “We should introduce our project on the Internet. How
about creating a website? We may get pictures from more people.”

At the beginning of July, I created a website and introduced the project. Creating the website was very hard because I did it
for the first time. A few days later, many pictures arrived. I was very surprised. I also received some messages written by
local people and graduates. A message from a man who lives in our city said, “Here is my picture. It may not be easy to
collect 5,000 pictures, but I'm sure you can achieve your goal if you keep trying.” A woman who lives in Tokyo wrote a
message to us. It said, “I found your website on the Internet. I'm a graduate of your school. [ B ]”

We finally collected 5,000 pictures. I was very happy. Because of the cooperation of many people, we could finish making
the big photomosaic.

On the day of the school festival in September, the photomosaic was exhibited at school. Many people enjoyed it. I was
very glad to make many people happy.

Well, here is the most important thing I learned from my experience. If we think about what we can do and keep trying, we
can achieve our goals.
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A 7 1will join the school festival and buy a picture.
1 1 will take my picture and bring it to you.
7 I will tell my friends how to collect pictures at the
school festival. @) ROTF~IDOLZARKLDOB|NIIH ) L) IR Z, 5 TEZ
I I will help my friends send pictures to Tokyo. 230, (84)
B 7 I'm glad to receive your picture at the school festival. 7 Kazuki and the other members decided to collect 5,000
4 I'm glad to start collecting 5,000 pictures. pictures.
7 T'm glad to suggest the project to your team. 4 Kazuki and the other members finished making the big
I I'm glad to support your project by sending my photomosaic.
picture. A B 7 Kazuki created a website to introduce the project.
I Kazukiread a message from a woman living in Tokyo.
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(@ What did Kazuki decide to become to make a wonderful | [
memory?
® When was the school festival?
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